
STATE OF
THE PARISH

2
0
2
5

FAITH, DISCIPLESHIP, COMMUNITY

From the Pastor
Rev. James F. Hurlbert

As we reflect on the past year, we are filled with
gratitude for the ways in which our parish has
developed, served, and supported our community.
This annual report is an opportunity not only to share
the highlights and key metrics of the year, but also to
give thanks for the individuals, families, and ministries
that make our parish a vibrant and welcoming spiritual
home and anchor in our neighborhoods of Bridgeport
and Canaryville.

The past year has been marked by both challenges
and blessings. Through prayer, outreach, and a
renewed sense of purpose, our parish has strived to
be a beacon of hope in our neighborhoods. Whether
through worship, education, service, or fellowship,
the life of our parish is guided by our mission as
disciples of Jesus to love God and to love our neighbor
as ourselves.
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Baptisms

Confirmations

First Communions

Weddings

*households making at least one financial
contribution over the past five years

Individuals

Active* Parish Households

New families registered since parish unification (2019)203
926

1898

22% of current active households!

St. Gabriel
Investigative studies for work on facade
and vestibule
Installation of monumental sacristy
vesting case

Facilities & Improvements

Platform lift and confessional
Perimeter fence and ground
Parking lot (thanks to BCA’s 
Home and School Assoc)

Nativity of Our Lord

Our worship services remain the heart of parish life. This year,
we held:

Sunday Eucharistic celebrations, two weekend Masses at
each location
Special liturgies, including Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, and
feast days uniquely significant to our community.
Weekday Masses for daily worship and reflection.
We have a substantial funeral ministry, offering comfort and
consolation to many. In the past year, we supported and
grieved with 44 families. 
Many parishioners serve in liturgical ministries as Lectors,
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion, Cantor/Choir
members, Ushers and Altar Servers.

The sacraments have been a source of grace and renewal for
our community.

Worship & Sacraments

Weekend attendance

15% higher
than 2024



Our parish places high value on life-long spiritual growth. Over the past
year, we supported a robust program of faith formation for all ages.

466

60+ 6

ALPHA &
Bible
Study School

and
religious

education

OCIA adults
receiving 
sacraments

Outreach & Service
Service to others is a cornerstone of our parish’s mission. This year, our efforts included:

Parishioner Engagement: Expanding welcome to new parishioners and outreach to
Baptism families and newly married couples.
Clothing and Food Drives: Through the Advent “Giving Tree” and other drives,
collected and distributed warm garments during the winter months, along with gifts
for children, and sent $10,000 to area food pantries (from special donation
envelopes).
Visitation Ministry: Ministers of Care regularly brought companionship and the
Eucharist to 14 of our homebound parishioners.
“Second collection” envelopes at Mass contribute to support numerous ministries
outside such as the Church Eastern Europe, Retired Religious, Peter’s Pence, and
neighborhood food pantries.

Discipleship Formation & Education

Almost all our First Communion families
participated in our optional Saturday morning
First Communion “Retreat”
Students were supported by 52 dedicated
teachers, catechists and staff
New this year is a full-time Director of
Evangelization on staff (paid for by the
Archdiocese). Peter Fagan began part-time last
year to kick-start our parishioner engagement
ministry and will now lead our evangelization
and adult discipleship formation efforts. (Participant count)

Financial Summary
The financial health of our parish is essential to sustaining our ministries and outreach. Our
Finance Committee meets quarterly to review and recommend prudent financial practices
to ensure that every dollar serves our mission.

The enclosed financial report presents the basics of our income and expenses for last year,
both for our parish/church operation as well as for our two schools. School deficits are the
norm at many schools and are addressed by adjusting tuition rates and increasing
fundraising. We will need to be more diligent about addressing our school finances this
year. On the church side, our collections were up, but not as much as inflation.



As we look to the coming year, we are energized by our mission and the opportunities
before us. Our plans include:

Evangelization and Engagement- expanding outreach to new parishioners, families of
newly baptized children, and newly married couples- as well as through OCIA, after-
Mass hospitality, new parishioner welcome events.
Communication- more regular communication over various communication platforms
(email newsletters, weekly bulletin, website updates, YouTube videos, etc)
Stewardship development- increase the number of parishioners whose weekly offerings
average $25 or more
Stabilize School finances to ensure continued viability and success.
Expanding discipleship formation programming, with new prayer and catechetical
offerings and service opportunities.
Continuing to foster a culture of welcome and hospitality.
Beginning work on projects funded by G2G donations.

I try to keep a low-key posture when it comes to asking for money, but
may need to give that more attention this year. We run a lean operation,
but still struggle to cover expenses.

Financial Summary (cont.)

Looking Ahead

None of what we have accomplished would have been possible without the dedication of
our staff, volunteers, committee members, and the generosity of our parishioners. Thanks
also to our Parish Council, Finance Council, School Boards, and to all who have contributed
in seen and unseen ways.

As we move forward, let us remain united in faith, hope, and love—building upon the
foundation we have laid together. May the coming year be one of continued blessings for
our parish family and for all who seek refuge and community within our doors. May we
encounter Christ in our worship, in our service, and in our community. 

The major financial event of last year was the Archdiocesan Generation to Generation
Capital Campaign. 145 of our parishioners made sacrificial commitments to be paid
over the course of five years to help us address the growing repair and maintenance
needs of our church and parish center. The pledge amount surpassed $1million, over
$600,000 of which will be available for our use. 

Gratitude and Acknowledgements

Rev. James F. Hurlbert, Pastor



Parish and School Financial Update

As we continue our focus on renewal, we are actively evaluating the factors that will lead to long-
term success for both our parish and schools. We’re implementing new programs aligned with this
vision, and we’re already seeing encouraging signs. Our Sunday Offertory rose by 7% and Easter
offerings grew by over 5%. The only area that saw a decline was miscellaneous income—primarily
stole fees (Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms) and Mass stipends. On a positive note, overall expenses
were down this year.

This renewal effort requires ongoing investment, and our finances reflect that. Last year, we briefly
brought on someone to support evangelization, but due to commuting challenges, she was unable to
continue. This led to a modest operating loss of $9,043.

During the year, we also participated in the Generation to Generation Campaign. Fr. Hurlbert met
personally with many parishioners to present our case for vital capital improvements. While only 140
of our 900+ active families made a pledge, we successfully reached our $1,000,000 challenge goal. If
all pledges are fulfilled, approximately $605,000 will be available for parish use.

You may have noticed that campaign-funded work has already begun at St. Gabriel, including repairs
to the church front to stop vestibule water damage and the restoration of the rose window. These
efforts are estimated at $235,000, plus an additional $40,000 to replace the vestibule roof. Looking
ahead, we will also need to address the roof at Nativity of Our Lord Church. We encourage anyone
who has not yet pledged to prayerfully consider doing so to help us complete these essential
projects.

Looking forward, we’re pleased to welcome Peter Fagan as our new Director of Evangelization. For
the 2025–2026 fiscal year, he will lead several new programs to further our evangelization mission.
His position is funded by the Archdiocese, which is also providing a consultant to guide this next
phase. While we may see financial losses in the near term, we believe investment is crucial to
securing the future of our parish community.

School Update

Both of our school campuses faced financial losses this past year, driven largely by lower enrollment
—a key factor in school sustainability. Despite decreased enrollment at St. Gabriel Catholic School,
revenue was up, but so were expenses, resulting in a deficit. Similarly, Bridgeport Catholic Academy
also saw reduced enrollment but higher income and higher costs, again resulting in a loss.
It’s important to recognize that nearly 90% of school income is devoted to salaries and benefits. Our
dedicated staff at both schools continue to do exceptional work with limited resources, and we
commend them for their tireless efforts.

Fortunately, the loss at Bridgeport Catholic Academy was covered by savings. At St. Gabriel, financial
support through our management agreement with the Archdiocese and/or the Big Shoulders Fund
will cover the deficit—we’re currently awaiting final confirmation on those details. Moving forward,
increasing both enrollment and income is essential for long-term sustainability at both campuses.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions about this report or if you’d like further
information. kosowiec@nativitystgabriel.org

Kim Osowiec,
Operations Director

Continued on next page.
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Dear Nativity of Our Lord & St. Gabriel Parishioners,

It is my great joy and honor to serve as Principal of Bridgeport Catholic Academy. Catholic Schools are an essential ministry of our
Church, and at Bridgeport Catholic Academy we are committed to forming the whole child—mind, body, and spirit.
 
Bridgeport Catholic Academy has implemented many exciting programs for the 2025–26 school year. These include: i-Ready math
curriculum for grades K–8; i-Ready reading curriculum for grades 3–5; New middle school science curriculum for grades 6–8, providing
hands-on labs, STEM integration, and inquiry-based learning aligned with Next Generation Science Standards; Increased Spanish
instruction twice weekly for all grade levels; Calm Classroom program to support mindfulness and emotional well-being; The Student
Council continues to build leadership opportunities; Monthly assemblies celebrating our Student of the Month awards based on
Christian virtues; Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum partnership for 4th and 5th graders; After-school clubs including STEM programs,
chess, cooking, art, and judo.
  
Additionally, thanks to the generosity of our HSA, we have continued to make improvements to our campus: Expanded school-wide
camera system for safety; Repaved parking lot for accessibility and convenience; New banners and decals inside and outside our
building to reflect school spirit; New tables for our refectory (cafeteria) to improve our shared spaces.
  
We are proud of the academic progress our students continue to make. Last year, 74% of our students scored at or above grade level in
math, and 78% in reading—well above national and local averages.
Thank you for your continued support of our Catholic schools. Together, we form students who will become productive citizens
committed to Christ and to serving others.

Wishing you Christ’s peace,
Kelly Brown
Principal, Bridgeport Catholic Academy

Dear Nativity of Our Lord & St. Gabriel Parishioners,

As I begin my third year as Principal of St. Gabriel Catholic School, I am grateful to share with you some of the many blessings that we
have experienced in the past year. Our shared commitment to faith, learning, and community continues to strengthen our school, and it
is with great joy that I share with you the progress we have made this past school year.

This year at SGCS we have implemented the following:
A new math curriculum for Grades K-8
Increased instructional minutes in Math and Language Arts
STEM Club, Art Club, Newspaper, Yoga Club
Supplemental phonics curriculum
Continuing to strengthen the Catholic identity of our school through mass celebrations, service projects, daily prayer, and daily
religious instruction.

We have many things to celebrate this year at SGCS including:
St. Gabriel receiving a Strong/Very Strong rating in each of the 5 Essentials (Effective Leaders, Collaborative Teachers, Ambitious
Instruction, Supportive Environment, Involved Families) on the 5 Essentials Survey for the second consecutive year.
Steady enrollment (99% student retention rate)
Continued growth on iReady testing with the number of students performing at/above grade level increasing by 194% in Reading
and 326% in Math from Fall to Spring.

With your continued prayers, support, and partnership, we look forward to continuing to provide a strong Catholic education rooted in
Gospel values.

In the peace of Christ,
Juliann Jurisic
Principal St. Gabriel Catholic School

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS



Parish Advisory Councils School Boards
Parish Council:
Laura Garza Lara
Kevin Sheehan
Nicolette Orlando
Tom/Jackie Costas
Jean Johnson
Ron/Sam Bossard
Maura Boyle
Tracy Harrison
Anthony/Jan Dugo
Mac Vanek
Jim Keating
Robbie Lopez
Laura Sheehan
Jim/Alyssa Considine 
Julie Galvin

Finance Council:     
Bill Babuskow
Sharon Cordin Becker
Alex Deutsch
Sean Heneghan- chair
Mary Ann Mahon-Huels
Jan McDonough
Vince Arrigo
Michelle Rampa Gephart- 
SGCS School Board Rep
(Open- BCA School 
Board Rep)

St. Gabriel Catholic 
School:
Leanne Costas 
Katie O’Dea 
Katie Hermle
Kelly Ramos
Pat Arlowe
Tim Ligue
Kelli Simental 
Remul Johnson
Shantel Robinson
Michelle Rampa

Bridgeport Catholic 
Academy:
Alexis Vilimas 
Christina Moy  
Jaclyn Damico 
Sara Brinkley 
Heather Hutton
Matthew Frazier 
Katie Griffin 
Matt Petruch

Active Parish Households -  926
 Representing 1898 individuals
Includes 203 new families registered since the
7/1/2019 establishment of our united parish 
(22% of our current active parish households)

Baptisms (infant): 35
Baptisms (adult/children over 7): 4

Confirmations (children):  39
Confirmations (adult):  6
Adults received into the Catholic Church: 1  

First Communions (children): 53
Weddings: 11
Funerals: 44 
Number of students enrolled (2024-2025 
academic year)
      St. Gabriel Catholic School:  174
     Bridgeport Catholic Academy: 222

Number of children attending our 
Religious Education Program: 70

Average total weekly Sunday Mass attendance 
(counted in October 2024):    627

2025 
Parish Statistics


